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Basic Norm-Critical Teaching Skills for Higher Education

Aim of the course  
The innovative aspects in this course are based on a current theme - how the difference is encountered at a personal, interpersonal and system level at different institutions of society - and aims at systematizing it in higher education by applying academic research.

The objective of the course is to get an increased knowledge of norm-critical, diverse, and anti-oppressive practice. Teaching and learning methods to discover and to decrease oppressive social practices. These will include norm critical pedagogics with a variety of approaches: 
· a norm-walk to be conducted, 
· intrapersonal reflection of your teaching,
· norm-creative methods such as art and practice exercises 

Basic course information  
The course is a freestanding course for teachers. It is organized by Breaking Fences a collaboration between University West, Sweden Slezska Univerzita, V Opave, Czech Republic, Instituto Politecnico de Braganca, Portugal. The language of all course activities is English.

Information and communication
The course is a two-week course on the web-based platform, Breaking Fences (BreakingFences.se). The course requires work individually and interactively on the platform. After completing the course, a certificate can be requested and provided. 

The course includes: (1) a “norm-walk” to be carried out, (2) intrapersonal reflection of your teaching and, (3) a final assignment to be completed during the course. More information on the assignments follows.







Phase one: Norm-walk

Carry out a “norm-walk”. The “norm-walk” entails taking a walk in a location of your choosing. The exercise entails identifying norms that exclude or include certain individuals or groups. The setting can be where you live, work, work out, where you do your grocery shop, or any other location. In your exploration of norms use the perspective of norms that are presented in the suggested literature or other sources that elaborate on norms. What norms can you observe? Are they explicit or more subtle? What impact do they appear to have? Do they impact you or anyone else? Reflect on how norms may affect your practice. Do not forget to document your observed norms by photo, film or drawing or other creative way.   


Phase two: Reflections on your teaching – presented in poster 

1. Start this phase by looking at these short lectures:
· https://youtu.be/WVDEPXU2PgA?si=0GDL00Aaig--CCb9 by Mari Aabakke,
· What does my headscarf mean to you by Yassmin Abdel-Magied and, 
· Why Gender Equality Is Good for Everyone — Men Included | Michael Kimmel | TED Talks – YouTube by Michael Kimmel. 
2. Afterward, do the “Teflon test” that is posted on your course web page. This test is for your eyes only. This is a tool for reflection about your own privileges and which areas you need to gain more knowledge about.
3. Then, reflect upon the following questions: 
· Q1: Reflect upon the suggested literature in relation to the lectures and how it can be problematized? 
· Q2: Reflect upon your own privilege and how they can influence your teaching?  
· Q3: Reflect upon your gained understanding of privileges and how you can incorporate them into your teaching?
4. Summarize your reflections of Q1, Q2, and Q3. The summary will be used in the next phase of the course.  and create a norm-creative poster. 



Phase three: Norm-creative digital poster

This is the final phase of the course, which entails a final assignment by creating a norm-creative digital poster. 
The norm-creative digital poster must be based on your norm-walk (phase one) and the summary of your reflective questions (phase two). 
Make sure that the norm-creative digital poster elaborates on how exclusionary norms, power, and/or otherization can affect your teaching and how this relates to social sustainability.  
Here you have the opportunity to be norm-creative, how you would like to present your digital poster - text, photographs, films or other creative expressions - is of your choice. However, to assist you with a frame we offer you a digital poster template available under “Phase 3: Norm-Creative Digital Poster”. 


When you are done with your digital-poster, post it on the designated space on the web-based platform, BreakingFences (Teach the Teacher - Breaking Fences). 

After you have posted your digital poster and the poster has been assessed by the course coordinator, a course certificate can be provided on request.  
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